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APPENDIX B  ZONING*  
 
---------- 
 *Editor's note --Appendix B contains the zoning ordinance of the City of Salisbury, North 
Carolina, adopted June 22, 1972, as amended. Amended or new sections are indicated by historical 
citations immediately following. A frontal analysis has been added for the convenience of the user. A 
uniform system of capitalization has been used. 
 
 Charter reference(s)--Planning, § 7.20 et seq. 
 
 Cross reference(s)--Buildings, Ch. 7; cemeteries, Ch. 8; housing, Ch. 10; licenses, Ch. 11; mobile 
homes, Ch. 12; planning and development, Ch. 19; subdivisions, App. A; appeals from orders of minimum 
housing inspector, § 10-54; mobile home located with residence or business building, § 12-3; storage of 
junked motor vehicles, § 13-280; noise by garages or filling stations, § 14-63; jurisdiction of planning 
board, § 19-27; encroachments on or under street or sidewalk, § 22-17; subdivisions to comply with zoning 
ordinance, App. A, § 1.10. 
 
 State law reference(s)--Zoning, G.S. 160A-381 et seq.; building setback lines, G.S. 160A-306. 
---------- 
 
Article I. Authority and Enactment Clause 
 
Sec. 1.01. Generally. 
 
Sec. 1.02. Purpose of land use zoning. 
 
Article II. Short Title 
 
Sec. 2.01. Generally. 
 
Article III. Application 
 
Sec. 3.01. Jurisdiction. 
 
Sec. 3.02. Bona fide farms exempt. 
 
Article IV. Definition of terms Used in This Ordinance 
 
Sec. 4.01. Interpretation of certain terms and words. 
 
Sec. 4.02. Definitions. 
 
Article V. Establishment of Districts 
 
Sec. 5.01. Use districts. 
 
Sec. 5.02. District boundaries. 
 
Sec. 5.03. Rules governing boundaries. 
 
Article VI. Application of Regulations 
 
Sec. 6.01. Use. 
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Sec. 6.02. Height and density. 
 
Sec. 6.03. Lot size. 
 
Sec. 6.04. Yard use limitations. 
 
Sec. 6.05. Only one principal building on any lot. 
 
Article VII. General Provisions 
 
Sec. 7.01. Nonconforming use. 
 
Sec. 7.02. Off-street automobile parking and storage. 
 
Sec. 7.03. Off-street parking in residential districts for uses not permitted in residential districts. 
 
Sec. 7.03.1. Prohibition of authorizations issued under section 7.03. 
 
Sec. 7.04. Withdrawal of authorization for off-street parking in residential districts for uses not permitted in 
residential districts. 
 
Sec. 7.05. Off-street loading and unloading space. 
 
Sec. 7.06. Off-street parking requirements exempted. 
 
Sec. 7.07(a). Reduction of off-street parking requirements relative to elderly projects. 
 
Sec. 7.07(b). Reduction of off-street parking space requirements for community centers, offices, and retail 
at appropriate locations and historic characteristics. 
 
Sec. 7.08. Arrangement of parking and maneuvering area, except for single-family dwellings and two-
family dwellings with separated parking areas and driveways. 
 
Sec. 7.09. Zoning Permit Required to Establish or Enlarge Any Off-Street Parking Lot by 12 or More 
Spaces. 
 
Sec. 7.10. Special Use Permit. The Salisbury City Council may issue a special use permit as authorized in 
this section. 
 
Article VIII. Use Requirements by District 
 
Sec. 8.01. Agricultural District (A-1). 
 
Sec. 8.02. Special Agricultural District (A-1-S). 
 
Sec. 8.02.1.  Single -Family Residential District (R-40). 
 
Sec. 8.02.2.  Special Fingle-Family-40 Residential District (R-40-S). 
 
Sec. 8.02.3. Single Family-40 Manufactured Home Residential District (R-40 MH). 
 
Sec. 8.02.4. Special Single Family-40 Manufactured Home Residential District (R-40 MH-S). 
 
Sec. 8.03. Single-Family Residential District (R-20). 
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Sec. 8.03.1 Single Family-20 Manufactured Home Residential District (R-20 HM). 
 
Sec. 8.04. Special Single-Family-20 Residential District (R-20-S). 
 
Sec. 8.04.1.  Special Single Family -20 Manufactured Home Residential District (R-20 MH-S). 
 
Sec. 8.05. Single-Family Residential District (R-15). 
 
Sec. 8.05.1.Single Family-15 Manufactured Home Residential District (R-15 MH). 
 
Sec. 8.05.2. Single Family-12 Manufactured Home Residential District (R-12 MH). 
 
Sec. 8.06. Special Single-Family-15 Residential District (R-15-S). 
 
Sec. 8.06.1. Special Single Family-15 Manufactured Home Residential District (R-15 MH-S). 
 
Sec. 8.06.2. Special Single Family-12 Manufactured Home Residential District (R-12 MH-S). 
 
Sec. 8.07. Single-Family Residential District (R-8). 
 
Sec. 8.08. Special Single-Family Residential District (R-8-S). 
 
Sec. 8.09. Single-Family Conservation Residential District (SFC). 
 
Sec. 8.10. Special Single-Family Conservation Residential District (SFC-S). 
 
Sec. 8.11 – 8.12. Reserved. 
 
Sec. 8.13. Two-Family Residential District (R-6). 
 
Sec. 8.14. Special Two-Family Residential District (R-6-S). 
 
Sec. 8.15. Multifamily Residential District (R-6A). 
 
Sec. 8.16. Special Multifamily Residential District (R-6A-S). 
 
Sec. 8.17. Residential Development ``A'' District (RD-A). 
 
Sec. 8.18. Special Residential Development ``A'' District (RD-A-S). 
 
Sec. 8.19. Residential Development ``B'' District (RD-B). 
 
Sec. 8.20. Special Residential Development ``B'' District (RD-B-S). 
 
Sec. 8.21. Office Institutional District (B-1). 
 
Sec. 8.22. Special Office Institutional District (B-1-S). 
 
Sec. 8.23. Limited Office Institutional District (LOI). 
 
Sec. 8.24. Special Limited Office Institutional District (LOI-S). 
 
Sec. 8.25. Hospital Services District (HS). 
 
Sec. 8.26.  Special Hospital Services District (HS-S). 
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Sec. 8.27.  Medical Services District (MED). 
 
Sec. 8.28.  Special Medical Services District (MED-S). 
 
Sec. 8.29--8.30. Reserved. 
 
Sec. 8.31. Convenience Service Business District (B-CS). 
 
Sec. 8.32. Special Convenience Service Business District (B-CS-S). 
 
Sec. 8.33. Retail Business District (B-2). 
 
Sec. 8.34. Special Retail Business District (B-2-S). 
 
Sec. 8.35. Retail Trade Business District (B-RT). 
 
Sec. 8.36. Special Retail Trade Business District (B-RT-S). 
 
Sec. 8.37. Highway Business District (B-4). 
 
Sec. 8.38. Special Highway Business District (B-4-S). 
 
Sec. 8.39. Central Business District (B-5). 
 
Sec. 8.40. Special Central Business District (B-5-S). 
 
Sec. 8.41. General Business District (B-6). 
 
Sec. 8.42. Special General Business District (B-6-S). 
 
Sec. 8.43. Limited Business District (B-7). 
 
Sec. 8.44. Special Limited Business District (B-7-S). 
 
Sec. 8.45--8.50. Reserved. 
 
Sec. 8.51. Light Industrial District (M -1). 
 
Sec. 8.52. Special Light Industrial District (M-1-S). 
 
Sec. 8.53. Limited Light Industrial District (LLI). 
 
Sec. 8.54. Special Limited Light Industrial District (LLI -S). 
 
Sec. 8.55. Limited Light Industrial-2 District (LLI-2). 
 
Sec. 8.56. Special Limited Light Industrial-2 District (LLI -2-S). 
 
Sec. 8.57. Heavy Industrial District (M -2). 
 
Sec. 8.58. Special Heavy Industrial District (M-2-S). 
 
Secs. 8.59 -- 8.60. Reserved. 
 
Sec. 8.61. College and University District (CU). 
 



 5

Sec. 8.62. Special College and University District (CU-S). 
 
Sec. 8.63. Public, Semi-Public (PSP). 
 
Sec. 8.64. Special Public, Semi-Public (PSP-S). 
 
Secs. 8.65--8.70. Reserved. 
 
Sec. 8.71. Historic District (H). 
 
Sec. 8.72. Higher Density Multifamily Residential District (HD). 
 
Sec. 8.73. Mobile Home District (MH). 
 
Sec. 8.74. General Development-A District (GD-A). 
 
Sec. 8.75. Watershed IV Protected Area District (WS-IV-PA). 
 
Sec. 8.76. Gateway – East Innes (G-EI). 
 
Article IX. Signs 
 
Sec. 9.01. Purpose and scope. 
 
Sec. 9.02. Definitions. 
 
Sec. 9.03. Signs permitted by right. 
 
Sec. 9.04. Signs prohibited. 
 
Sec. 9.05. Signs permitted by district. 
 
Sec. 9.06. Special sign provisions. 
 
Sec. 9.07. Special sign overlay districts. 
 
Sec. 9.08. Sign measurements. 
 
Sec. 9.09. Maintenance, repair, and removal of signs. 
 
Sec. 9.10. Nonconforming signs. 
 
Sec. 9.11. Illumination and lighting. 
 
Sec. 9.12. Off-premise[s] signs. 
 
Sec. 9.13. Temporary signs for special events or promotions. 
 
Article X.  Landscaping Regulations 
 
Sec. 10.01. Purpose and scope. 
 
Sec. 10.02. Definitions. 
 
Sec. 10.03. Applicability. 
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Sec. 10.04. Planting yards. 
 
Sec. 10.05. Landscaping and design standards for street yards. 
 
Sec. 10.06. Standards for landscaping within parking lots. 
 
Sec. 10.07. Tree preservation and care during construction. 
 
Sec. 10.08. Site plan submittal requirements. 
 
Sec. 10.09. Landscape standards and specifications. 
 
Sec. 10.10. Alternative methods of compliance. 
 
Sec. 10.11. Plant substitution. 
 
Article XI. Area, Yard and Height Requirements 
 
Sec. 11.01. Table of requirements. 
 
Sec. 11.01.1. Densities for multifamily uses. 
 
Sec. 11.02. Area, yard and height requirements for permitted nonresidential uses in residential districts. 
 
Sec. 11.03. Residential use in nonresidential districts. 
 
Sec. 11.04.  Setback measurements. 
 
Sec. 11.05. Location of yards relative to buildings, property lines, streets, and other buildings. 
 
Article XII. Exceptions and Modifications 
 
Sec. 12.01. Lot of record. 
 
Sec. 12.02. Yard setbacks from adjacent street right-of-way for any buildings. 
 
Sec. 12.03. Height limitations. 
 
Sec. 12.04. Visibility at intersections. 
 
Sec. 12.05. Corner lots. 
 
Sec. 12.06. Group development. 
 
Sec. 12.06.1. Reserved. 
 
Sec. 12.07. Mobile home parks generally. 
 
Sec. 12.08. Side yard requirement on buildings erected prior to April 9, 1964. 
 
Sec. 12.08.1. Exceptions to minimum lot size and minimum yard requirements. 
 
Sec. 12.09.  Directional Lighting. 
 
Sec. 12.10. Libraries, museums , and art galleries in an R-6A multi-family district. 
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Sec. 12.11. Exception for setback of canopies for automobile service or filling stations. 
 
Sec. 12.12. Exceptions to height limitations. 
 
Sec. 12.13. Golf courses allowed in all general and special use districts, with approval as a group 
development. 
 
Sec. 12.14. Manufactured or portable structures used for business, education and industrial purposes. 
 
Sec. 12.15. Travel trailers (camping trailers), boat trailers, utility trailers, trailers, or similar type units. 
 
Sec. 12.16. Trailers or mobile homes used for construction purposes only. 
 
Sec. 12.17. Rides, exhibits, and displays in business districts. 
 
Sec. 12.18. Fairs with rides, exhibits, games of skill, booths for the sale of goods or prepared food, and 
displays in the PSP Public/Semi-Public District. 
 
Sec. 12.19. Yard encroachments. 
 
Sec. 12.20. Lots abutting residential districts and B-1 office institutional district. 
 
Sec. 12.21. Optional yards in certain districts. 
 
Sec. 12.22. Front yards in the B-2 district. 
 
Sec. 12.23. Yard setback in B-7 districts. 
 
Sec. 12.24. Regulations for the use bed and breakfast home. 
 
Sec. 12.25. Prohibition of open space storage in certain districts. 
 
Sec. 12.26. Minimum setback requirements. 
 
Sec. 12.27. Group development or special group development in a B-RT district. 
 
Sec. 12.28. Reception and real estate sales facilities in residential subdivisions and group development. 
 
Sec. 12.29. Special use permit as allowed in section 7.01(III)(b) may supersede minimum lot size and/or 
maximum yard requirements. 
 
Sec. 12.30. Swimming pools as may be allowed in certain districts. 
 
Sec. 12.31. Home Occupations. 
 
Sec. 12.32. Manufactured housing. 
 
Sec. 12.33. Setbacks and Angles in the HS District. 
 
Sec. 12.34. Side and Rear Yard Setbacks Adjoining Residentially-Zoned properties in the MED District. 
 
Sec. 12.35. Side and Rear Yard Setbacks Adjoining the Hospital Services District in the MED  
District. 
 
Sec. 12.36. Wireless Telecommunications Facilities. 
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Sec. 12.37. Campgrounds. 
 
Sec. 12.38. Dumpster Screening Required. 
 
Sec. 12.39. Allowance for Outdoor Dining. 
 
Article XIII.  Adult Establishments 
 
Sec. 13.01. Purpose and Intent. 
       
Sec. 13.02. Definitions. 
 
Sec. 13.03. Regulations. 
 
Article XIV. Watershed Regulations 
 
Sec. 14.01. General regulations. 
 
Sec. 14.02. Definitions. 
 
Sec. 14.03. Development regulations. 
 
Sec. 14.04. Public health regulations. 
 
Sec. 14.05. Inventory of hazardous materials. 
 
Article XV. Gateway – East Innes 
 
Sec. 15.01. Purpose and Intent. 
 
Sec. 15.02. Applicability. 
 
Sec. 15.03. Prohibited Uses. 
 
Sec. 15.04. Streetscape. 
 
Sec. 15.05. Dimensional Standards. 
 
Sec. 15.06. Parking Areas. 
 
Sec. 15.07. Outdoor Lighting Standards. 
 
Sec. 15.08. Site Landscaping/Screening. 
 
Sec. 15.09. Building Design Standards. 
 
Sec. 15.10. Signage. 
 
Sec. 15.11. Alternate Methods of Compliance. 
 
Article XVI. Administration, Enforcement and Penalties 
 
Sec. 16.01. Zoning administrator. 
 
Sec. 16.02. Zoning administration approval required. 
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Sec. 16.03. Application for zoning administrator approval. 
 
Sec. 16.04. Certificate of occupancy. 
 
Sec. 16.05. Temporary certification of occupancy. 
 
Sec. 16.06. Certificate for existing structure or use. 
 
Sec. 16.07. Certificate of occupancy for nonconforming structures or uses. 
 
Sec. 16.08. Record of current certificates of occupancy. 
 
Sec. 16.09. Predevelopment Site Grading. 
 
Sec. 16.10. Penalties for violation. 
 
Sec. 16.11. Remedies. 
 
Article XVII. Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 
Sec. 17.01. Zoning board of adjustment established; composition, term of office and compensation. 
 
Sec. 17.01.1. Alternate members of the board of adjustment. 
 
Sec. 17.02. Jurisdiction and decisions of the zoning board of adjustment. 
 
Sec. 17.03. Proceedings of the zoning board of adjustment. 
 
Sec. 17.04. Appeals, hearings and notice. 
 
Sec. 17.05. Stay of proceedings. 
 
Sec. 17.06. Powers and duties of the board of adjustment. 
 
Sec. 17.07. Appeals from the board of adjustment. 
 
Article XVIII. Historic Preservation Commission 
 
Sec. 18.01. Purpose. 
 
Sec. 18.02.  Historic Dis trict and Landmark Establishment. 
 
Sec. 18.03.  Designation of Historic Districts. 
 
Sec. 18.04.  Designation of Landmarks. 
 
Sec. 18.05.  Jurisdiction of Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
Sec. 18.06. Number of members, method of appointment, composition of commission, criteria for 
appointment, term of office, reimbursement. 
 
Sec. 18.07. Rules of procedure, design guidelines and meetings. 
 
Sec. 18.08. Powers and duties. 
 
Sec. 18.09. Certificates of appropriateness required. 
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Sec. 18.10. Criteria to determine appropriateness. 
 
Sec. 18.10.1 Historic District Design Guidelines. 
 
Sec. 18.11. Demolition. 
 
Sec. 18.12. Land use, interior arrangement, maintenance, emergency repairs not considered. 
 
Sec. 18.13. Hearing procedures. 
 
Sec. 18.14. Minor works. 
 
Sec. 18.15. Certificate issuance; expiration; enforcement. 
 
Sec. 18.16. Conditions for certain approvals. 
 
Article XIX. Amendments and Notifications 
 
Sec. 19.01. Amendment procedure. 
 
Sec. 19.02. Notification procedure. 
 
Article XX. Legal Status Provisions 
 
Sec. 20.01. Conflict with other regulations. 
 
Sec. 20.02. Statutory vested right provisions. 
 
Sec. 20.03. Reenactment and repeal of existing zoning ordinances. 
 
Sec. 20.04. Validity. 
 
Sec. 20.05. Effective date. 
 


